How to know the Indian Wadi

rs.

plumes chestnut; the throat is cream-coloured, bounded,
by a black band. In young birds this throat-bordering is
wanting, the throat has dark streaks, and the upper plum-
age is spotted with buff.

"The length is nine -and- a- ha II inches, with the wing-
rather over seven, shank rather more than one, and bill
one; the tail is three inches long, with the fork about
an inch. deep.

The Indian Pratincole is found all over our Empire in
the plains, and eastward to East Siberia on the north and
Australia on the south. It is sometimes migratory, but
breeds with us in Sind, Ceylon, Pegu, and Lower Bengal;
I have seen unfledged young brought into the Calcutta
Bazaar. I cannot recall the date when I saw these, but.
in Pegu and Sind the breeding-time is April and May.
The eggs, laid in a hollow in the sand near water, are two
or three in number, stone-colour heavily marked with black-
ish, and just over an inch long.

The European Pratincole-

Glareola pmlineola, BLANFORD, Faun. Brit. Ind.,
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 216.

This is much like the last, but has a longer tail, over
four inches long, with the fork more than an inch deep,.
even up to two inches.

It is a migrant, summering from Central Europe to
Central Asia, and wintering in Africa. It breeds in Sind
along with the Indian Pratincole, and stragglers have turn-
ed up elsewhere, from Allahabad to Ratnagiri. Its eggs
are like those of the Indian bird, and indeed it is doubt-
ful whether the present deserves specific rank.